Alberta Foothills Energy Excursion 2013
Spectacular South Africa

Culture & Nature in Harmony

with Optional 3-Night Victoria Falls Post Tour Extension

October 5 – 19, 2013 (plus 3 day extension)
         [image: image1.emf] $200
Book and pay $250 deposit by October 31, 2012 to save $200 per person
Book and pay $250 deposit by November 30, 2012 to save $100 per person
**Insurance premium of $340 also due at time of booking if opting for Collette’s inclusive insurance plan.
For more information contact:
                             Sandcastle Vacations

                         Jodie Simpson or Jessica Simpson
                                    (403) 948-6928 or Toll Free 1 855 469 6928

                                                           E-mail: scv@shaw.ca

  HIGHLIGHTS…
Johannesburg ● Soweto ● Panoramic Route ● Kruger National Park ● Safari Game Drive ● Garden Route ● Knysna ● Featherbed Nature Reserve ● Ostrich Farm Visit ● Wine Pairing Dinner 
● Robben Island* (Weather Permitting) Cape Town ● Table Mountain 

*Robben Island is subject to additional cost paid locally
ADDITIONAL ENERGY TOURS TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Regular rates: Double $5,600*; Single $6,885*
Included in Price: Door to Door Sedan Transfers to and from the Calgary Airport (within 100km), Round Trip Air from Calgary, Fuel Surcharges of $480 per person (subject to increase until paid in full), Hotel Arrival Transfers (for groups of 10 or more) and Hotel Departure Transfers. 

Not included in price: Air Taxes and Fees of $260 per person (subject to increase until paid in full) and Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $340 per person 

* All Rates are Per Person and are subject to change. Costs associated with itinerary enhancements for Energy Excursions to be determined.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1 Overnight Flight 

Days 2 – 5 Da Vinci Hotel and Suites, Sandton 

Days 6, 7 Protea Hotel Kruger Gate, Kruger National Park 

Day 8  Protea Marine Hotel, Port Elizabeth 

Days 9, 10 Log-Inn Knysna , Knysna 

Days 11, 12 Spier Hotel, Stellenbosch 

Days 13,14 Commodore Hotel-Legacy Hotels International, Cape Town 

	On some dates alternate hotels may be used.
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SPECTACULAR SOUTH AFRICA 
15 Days ● 24 Meals: 13 Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 7 Dinners 

Day 1: Saturday, October 5, 2013 
Overnight Flight 
One country with a world of treasures, South Africa awaits your arrival. Breathtaking mountain scenery, winding coastlines, remarkable cultural diversity and abundant wildlife in its natural habitat comprise this incredible experience.

Day 2: Sunday, October 6, 2013 
Arrive Sandton, South Africa 
Upon arrival, enjoy the remainder of your day at leisure. 

Day 3: Monday, October 7, 2013 
Sandton - Cullinan Mine Tour -  www.diamondtourscullinan.co.za  www.petradiamonds.com/operations/operating-mines/cullinan.aspx (Owners)
The Cullinan Diamond Mine is the third richest diamond producing mine in the country, but its major claim to fame is the discovery of the Cullinan Diamond, exposed here in 1905. The Cullinan Diamond, which now forms part of the British crown jewels, weighed in at 3106 carats. It is the largest rough gem-quality diamond ever found, with a remarkable clarity. (B)
Day 4: Tuesday, October 8, 2013 
Sandton - Cradle of Humankind UNESCO Site and Sterkfontein Caves in Gauteng - http://www.cradleofhumankind.co.za
This internationally acclaimed visitor centre highlights, by means of interactive, visually stunning exhibits, the universal relevance of the Cradle of Humankind as our ancestral home. An exciting boat ride takes you back 3-billion years through the elements that kick started life on the planet and your journey continues through a 150m interactive 'virtual cave' South Africa. In 1936 the Sterkfontein caves produced the first adult australopithecine. In 1947 the almost complete skull of an adult female Australopithecus africanus was found. Initially named Plesianthropus transvaalensis ("near-man" of the Transvaal), which inspired the nickname 'Mrs.Ples'. 'Mrs Ples' is estimated to be between 2.8 and 2.6 million years old and ranks high on the long list of australopithecine discoveries for which Sterkfontein is now famous. (B) 

Day 5: Wednesday, October 9, 2013 
Sandton - Soweto - Sandton 
Today your tour manager helps you discover the history of the languages you will experience on your tour along with key words and phrases. A guided tour of Soweto - South West Township - showcases luxurious mansions and informal settlements as you learn about the historic significance of the area. Experience the regional lifestyle when joining locals for lunch at a nearby Shebeen or house tavern. This afternoon, visit the Apartheid Museum for a look into the dynamic history of racial segregation in South Africa. Gather this evening with your fellow travelers for a welcome dinner. (B, L, D) 

Day 6: Thursday, October 10, 2013 
Panoramic Route - Kruger National Park 
Travel through the spectacular Drakensburg Mountain Range en route to Kruger National Park, the largest game reserve in South Africa. Scenic wonders surround you as you pass through the Blyde River Canyon, made mostly of red sandstone and known as one of Africa's greatest natural wonders. Set against the triplet mountain formation of the Three Rondovals, resembling traditional round houses of the indigenous people, the canyon is the third largest in the world. Along this magnificent route you will also see Bourke’s Luck Potholes, the dramatic natural cylinders shaped by millions of years of natural erosion caused by fast flowing sand-filled waters. This evening, enjoy a traditional BOMA dinner under the stars where you may sample some local game meat! (B, D) 

Day 7: Friday, October 11, 2013 
Kruger National Park - Safari Game Drive 
Have your cameras ready for an unforgettable day of adventure and excitement! Enjoy a full day open air vehicle safari game drive. A local expert leads you in search of the Big 5 - elephant, buffalo, lion, leopard and rhino - and provides insight into these fascinating animals along the way. Watch carefully - you may also see a graceful impala, dazzling zebra or gorgeous giraffe. Relax with a picnic lunch surrounded by the natural beauty of Kruger National Park. (B, L, D) 

Day 8: Saturday, October 12, 2013 
Kruger National Park - Johannesburg - Port Elizabeth 
Travel back to Johannesburg to board your flight to Port Elizabeth, today one of South Africa's major ports. Founded in 1820 as a place to house British settlers, this coastal town is the gateway to the Garden Route, a scenic stretch of coastline set between mountain ranges and the Indian Ocean. (B) 

Day 9: Sunday, October 13, 2013 
Port Elizabeth - Knysna 
Journey through the Tsitsikamma Forest, a natural gem along the Garden Route. Known for its gorges and steep cliffs, the indigenous forest is home to hundreds of species of birdlife. Continue along the southern coast where a jagged shoreline meets quaint villages. Arrive in the picturesque resort town of Knysna, in the heart of the Garden Route. This afternoon, your township tour will highlight the diversity of this community followed by a touching experience as you visit a school. Learn about the efforts of the Collette Foundation and the local community to conquer the challenges of educating the children of the region. Enjoy a relaxing dinner at one of Knysna's waterfront restaurants. (B, D) 

Day 10: Monday, October 14, 2013 
Knysna 
Today you visit nearby Featherbed Nature Reserve. Begin with a lagoon cruise out to the famous Knysna Heads which mark the entrance to the lagoon. Next, board a 4x4 vehicle and travel deep into the forest. Discover the local flora and fauna during a leisurely-paced nature walk. Enjoy lunch amongst the ancient milkwood trees - so called because of their white latex sap - before your return cruise. 
Bonus: Savour The Flavours of South Africa. This evening, enjoy a taste of the Garden Route. Relax on the dock of the famous Knysna lagoon. Learn about the local oyster fishing industry as you explore the art of shucking oysters and sip a glass of sparkling wine as you do it. Later, board a paddle boat for an incredible cruise along the lagoon. Be sure to take a moment to soak in the natural beauty that surrounds you. Once onboard, enjoy a chef-led cooking demonstration. Discover local delicacies as your culinary guide showcases five award winning recipes. And of course, savour every bite of a three course dinner that comes complete with a glass of wine. (B, L, D) 

Day 11: Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
Knysna - Oudtshoorn - Stellenbosch 
Travel to Oudtshoorn, the ostrich capital of South Africa. Enjoy a guided tour of one of the oldest working ostrich farms in the area and, if you wish, go for a ride on one of these great birds! An outdoor barbecue lunch adds to an amazing day. Next, journey to your hotel located in the heart of the beautiful wine lands region, known for its colorful mountains and endless vineyards. (B, L) 

Day 12: Wednesday, October 16, 2013 
Stellenbosch 
This morning, set out on a walking tour of Stellenbosch, one the oldest European settlements in the region. Then, spend a leisurely afternoon relaxing and soaking in the beauty of your hotel. Enjoy a wine pairing dinner this evening as you indulge in the laid-back atmosphere. (B, D) 

Day 13: Thursday, October 17, 2013 
Stellenbosch - Cape Town 
This morning, travel to Cape Town to enjoy a panoramic tour of this beautiful harbor side city. Cape Town celebrates its noted architecture that fuses the traditions of the French, German and Dutch. Enjoy a thrilling ride on a cable car as it whisks you to an altitude of more than 3,000 feet, landing atop the aptly named, and flat-topped, Table Mountain. The views of Cape Town, Robben Island and Lion’s Head will leave you breathless. Return to the city via Table Bay, passing through the Malay Quarter with its mosques and minarets. Make a special stop at the Milnerton Lighthouse. The remainder of the day is at leisure for you to discover charming Victoria and Alfred Waterfront, known for its shopping and entertainment venues. (B) 

Day 14: Friday, October 18, 2013 
Cape Town 
Explore the coastal scenery and charming towns that populate the Cape Peninsula. Travel out to Cape Point, stopping for a visit with the penguins at Boulder Beach. On your return, explore the fascinating and famous Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, home to over 5,000 species of plants native to South Africa. This evening, experience a unique farewell to Africa as you enjoy an after-hours guided tour of the fascinating African Gold Museum, followed by a traditional African dining experience! (B, D) 
Day 15: Saturday, October 19, 2013 
Cape Town - Tour Ends 
Your South Africa tour ends today in Cape Town. (B)
Begin your adventure to Zimbabwe for the spectacular Victoria Falls! Or this is where you head home if you must.

	Extend your vacation with...

	Optional 4 Days 3-Night Victoria Falls Post Extension
October 19 – 22, 2013
Rate: $1945 CAD per person, double occupancy, land & air inclusive
5 Meals: 3 Breakfasts, 1 Lunch, 1 Dinner 

Day 15: Oct 19, 2013 Cape Town - Johannesburg - Zimbabwe
Fly this morning* to one of the world's natural wonders, Victoria Falls, and transfer to the Victoria Falls Hotel, known as the "grand old lady of the falls." Upon arrival you’ll enjoy a tour of this historic hotel. Tonight, enjoy a leisurely cruise on the Zambezi River, taking in the majestic African sunset. 

Day 16: October 20, 2013 Victoria Falls
Early this morning you will enjoy an elephant back safari and a chance to meet African elephants up close. After breakfast, you have an opportunity to interact with the residents of a local village. Following lunch with a local family, take a walking tour of Victoria Falls, truly one of the “Seven Wonders of the World.” Shop at a local curio market before returning to your hotel. (B, L) 

Day 17: October 21, 2013 Victoria Falls
Enjoy the day at leisure or choose an optional full day excursion** to Chobe National Park in Botswana, home to an abundance of wildlife and game. (B, D) 

Day 18: October 22, 2013 Victoria Falls - Johannesburg - Tour Ends
Later this afternoon, board your international flight home. (B) 


